
How Mentoring Programs Combat the Fatherlessness Epidemic

THC2023 BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Faces of Change

Connecting the purpose and value of education.
Providing ways to help school-aged black males develop a life plan.
Creating an effective network to turn to in a crisis or for encouragement.

Faces of Change was designed to help adults get school-aged black males turned on to living so they can
get turned on to learning. It provides participants with practical techniques/tools to effectively
communicate with at-risk youth and help them understand how to develop a plan for a successful future.
This workshop can benefit teachers, mentors, social workers, parents, and guardians. 

Highlights include:

Reginald Beaty and Tony Owens, Foundation for Educational Success 
Georgia

This session will focus on combatting and providing hope for one of the most dire statistics facing African
American male scholars in the inner city and suburban school districts. Fatherlessness causes many
scholars to have an internal void that can lead to low self-esteem, feelings of unworthiness, low academic
achievement, and in some cases, juvenile offenses. As educators, we must help our male scholars
overcome this epidemic that plagues their learning styles, socialization skills, and academic achievement. 

In 1991, Odis founded the Building Better Men Program, a male mentoring and leadership development
program in Detroit. He will provide strategies for formulating and sustaining male mentoring programs at
schools and in the community.

Odis Bellinger, Building Better Men Program
Michigan

A Donkey in Elephant Clothing
This session will focus on the dual consciousness black males have to utilize in predominantly white
institutions (PWIs). It is a tightrope one has to balance to learn how to fit in by standing out. 

Dr. Matt Body, Troup County Schools
Georgia 

The Problem With Our Kids Is Us
The right adult mindset from parents, teachers, and administrators can overcome the obstacles in
education. Learn what our mindset needs to be based on evidence-based research that states, "The at-
risk child was born and raised in the minds of adults, not in the minds of children." Once we change our
beliefs and cultural norms in our classrooms and homes, we will succeed in educating our children.

Kwame Carr, The Accuratics Educational Institute 
Georgia

Backboards Over Books: Why Black Boys Love Sports But Hate School...And
What Educators, Parents, and Youth Workers Can Do About It
O'nae will address the need for educators, parents, and youth workers to focus on culturally relevant
pedagogy that reaches black boys early in the academic process. He will also discuss the allure of
sports on black males and how we can begin to translate that enthusiasm into the classroom.

O'nae Chatman, Founder of The Young Kings Gentlemen School
Mississippi 

Friday, June 9, 2023
9:00 am - 2:20 pm

Register here!

https://2023treasurehuntconference.sched.com/
https://2023treasurehuntconference.sched.com/


Empowering Black Males with Culturally Relevant Pedagogy
Culturally responsive teachers work to affirm Black males' experiences by preparing and delivering
lesson plans. Teachers should consider the books, visuals, and other class materials to ensure they
reflect Black students' history, lives, and cultural perspectives. Teachers who are culturally responsive
highlight their students' strengths in the classroom to engage them in the learning environment better.
Emmanuel will discuss strategies for engaging Black male students so they can see themselves within
the curriculum and beyond. 

Dr. Emmanuel Cherilien, TANK EdDucates LLC 
New Jersey

Inspiring Thinking With Rhythmic Rhyming & Anti-Violence Messaging
Randall will share the magic and effectiveness of Rhythmic Rhyming patterns in reading and writing for
older school-aged black males. He will also introduce his anti-violence trademarked character "BOBO
The Champ." 

BOBO is a modern-day Smokey The Bear, but BOBO's message is about non-violence instead of non-
fires. Participants will learn the effectiveness of using the BOBO Anti-Violence Literacy Board Game
packed with fun, literacy, and anti-violence messaging.

Randall Daniels, Greater Cincinnati United Way Partner, Cincinnati Police, & Cincinnati Public Schools
Ohio

The Charge of Being an Otherfather

Otherfathering is a specialized form of mentorship that allows Black male teachers to have an active
role in their Black male students' lives. In this session, participants will learn the precise characteristics
of an otherfather, receive specific strategies to ease relationship-building with their students, and learn
about the possibility of having an othering mentorship with peers and subordinates.

Darius Freeman, Henry County Schools
Georgia

Creating Inclusive Environments for Black Male Learners in STEAM

Black males are historically underrepresented in STEAM fields, and several factors contribute to this.
Many black male students with common interests in STEAM fields are often subject to peer bullying, a
lack of supportive programs and curricula, and implicit bias in the classroom. Edward will engage
teachers, community leaders, and parents with strategies to create inclusive environments for black
male learners to pursue STEAM disciplines without the burden of feeling left out or different from their
peers.

Edward Freeman, Brown University
Rhode Island

Off the Bench

Off the Bench is Malik's story about how an educator's belief in him changed his trajectory. He
challenges educators to get off the bench and into the game of saving our sons.

Dr. Malik Douglas, Henry County Schools
Georgia



Step Up, So They Can Stand Out
Numerous black males have been tricked into believing they are inferior and unable to excel in school.
Disappointingly enough, teachers have the same misconceptions, and that mindset spills over into
their classrooms. Both teachers and students need to develop positive images for all students' abilities
to realize how bright they are and how successful their future endeavors can be. We must get to the
"Next Level form of Thinking." 

Marco French, Caddo Parish Schools
Louisiana

Situational Ethics 
Situational Ethics equips high-anxiety career professionals (i.e., educators) with essential self-
awareness skills to make momentary sound decisions. It also focuses on critical thinking and self-
identification. Bernard will highlight emotional awareness, ethics, agency, and resilience and how they
influence our support of school-aged black males. 

Major Bernard Grace, DeKalb County School System & US Air Force
Georgia 

Strategically Shift the Climate & Culture in Your School While Empowering
Your Community
Learn from Louisiana’s 2022 High School Principal of the Year how to move your school forward,
onward, and upward! Principal Coach Harvey will share how to intentionally engage the entire school
community to achieve success with school-aged black males.

*Gain creative communication tactics to engage the entire school community.
*Discover how to increase the total engagement of all stakeholders to heighten the success of the
whole child.
*Explore an initiative to help educators enjoy learning and develop critical thinking and logical
judgment abilities.

Ronnie Harvey, Jr., Calcasieu Parish School Board
Louisiana

The Value of Goal-Setting: Developing Growth Mindsets to Facilitate
Multifaceted Learning

Edward and Tyler will discuss strategies that educators can use to develop their students'
growth mindsets and help students value goal-setting to achieve tasks and stay on track.
Participants will leave ready to create mindsets to dream big.

Tyler Lamar 
Georgia

Edward Freeman,  Brown University
Rhode Island 

Wakanda Forever: 5 Strategies to Enhance Collaboration Between Black
Teenage Boys & Girls 
It's no secret — Black boys and Black girls learn and develop differently. But that doesn't mean they can’t
learn and thrive in the same space. In this interactive session, Jason and Ayodele will share five educator-
tested strategies you can use immediately to strengthen communication & collaboration, build confidence,
and elevate the voices of Black students in co-ed learning spaces. All are welcome - educators, parents,
caregivers, community members, nonprofit partners, and those simply looking to do more than “sit-and-get”
for 60 mins. 
Ayodele Harrison, Black Male Educators Talk
Georgia 

Jaydon Smith, Odyssey Family Counseling
Georgia 



Career Quest
Ricky will explain the importance and ease of helping black males choose a career path that
capitalizes on their strengths, interests, values, and temperaments. He will highlight a free tool
available nationwide and give steps to use a Reality check, career assessment, and career info to
develop a plan that includes future job outlook, potential salaries, and the training necessary to
accomplish career objectives. Any agency, parent, or school can use Career quest to help our black
males identify successful career paths tailored to their personalities. 

Elder Ricky Hooker, Emma Lee Broady Academy
North Carolina

Imagine a School Where Every Black Boy Is Doing Well.
Imagine a school where every Black boy was doing well. How would the school look? Daryl will scratch
the surface in addressing the all too common narratives about Black boys in our schools. Learn about
the preparation and training needed to think, instruct, and engage differently to address inequity and
create welcoming and restorative spaces for Black boys. 

Dr. Daryl Howard, The BOND Project
Maryland

The Pains and Joys of Educating Boys 

Inspiring young men to engage in the learning process. 
Motivating young men without sacrificing the needs of young women in the classroom. 
Transforming classroom and school culture.

Boys and girls learn differently. However, most classroom instructional and management models are
designed with the assumption that boys and girls have identical needs. Current instructional methods
are more advantageous for girls. Therefore, males are increasingly becoming disengaged in the
classroom. 

Attendees will learn 7-Power Moves for:

Carlos Johnson, IMAGE of Success, Inc.
North Carolina

Get Your Head Out of Your Heart

They have an equal opportunity to be successful.
They are anti-intellectual. 
They are troublemakers.
They don’t care about education.
They lack perseverance.

The top five misconceptions of school-aged black males are:

Robert will dispel these misconceptions and discuss strategies to help educators help students
overcome them.

Robert Johnson, Elevated Education University
Georgia

Brother to Brother: Breaking Barriers and Building Bridges
Darian will focus on Mitigating Trauma so our boys can find their tribe, show up authentically, and
thrive in safe spaces. He will share how what he learned in his Barbershop the past 15 years and how
we can liberate an asset-based narrative to ignite #blackboyjoy.

Dr. Darian Jones, Kasserian Educational Entrepreneurs Village, LLC (KIEEV)
Georgia



Finding the Right Partner

Troy will educate and empower participants with the tools to help school-aged black males identify,
acquire, and maintain healthy personal and professional relationships.

Pastor Troy Jones, 108 Community Organization
Maryland

Cultivating Connections through Care and Curriculum

Speaking truth with compassion, 
Making time to invite families, and 
Advocating for academic pursuits. 

A classroom that cultivates connections through Care and Curriculum "truly" supports our young black
male students. Concerning Care, Gregory and participants will engage in discourse around: 

Regarding Curriculum, Gregory and participants will dissect injecting student interests and
mathematical rigor. Our black boys are not a monolith. Gregory and participants will discuss various
ways to use Care and Curriculum to help them feel seen in academic settings.

Gregory Lakey, Environmental Charter Middle School - Gardena
California

The Youth Experience: What Are You Thinking?
James and attendees will take an inspirational and educational look at social norms and normative
beliefs in the underdeveloped brain. They will also discuss ways to help young men Listen, Learn, and
Lead.

James Lingo, Minority Peer Support Services
Georgia

Dropout to Doctor - A Story of Resilience 
Dr. Samose L. Mays will share his transition from a two-time college dropout to a national speaker
and educator. He will share how he turned a .29 GPA into bachelor's, master's, and doctorate
degrees in six years by avoiding peer pressure and negative influences. 

Dr. Samose Mays, Minority Recreational Leadership Academy
Georgia

Answering Malcolm's Call: Building Our Own Schools
The time is now for us to fight for our children and teach traditional Afrikan pedagogies. Jordan will
argue why we must commit to opening liberation schools in our communities to serve our children and
share how we can do that. He will also give examples of how his team opened their school, what their
school looks like, and how it differs from traditional euro-kkkolonial institutions. 

Jordan McGowan, Malcolm X Academy for Afrikan Education & Neighbor Program
California

#YouAintAverage®
"There's only one of you on the planet!" The version of you that shows up daily is predicated on
knowing your value. You can choose to be a thermometer and read the climate or become a
thermostat and change the culture. We aim to enlighten, challenge, and inspire educators to support
school-aged black males by addressing emotional intelligence (E.Q.).

Larry Milledge, Sr., Gladiator Instructional Services L.L.C.
Georgia



Repositioning Classroom Culture and Management During a Pandemic 
THC2023 attendees will analyze how the pandemic has challenged outdated educational systems
while repositioning new innovative ideas for classroom management and school culture to build
stronger relationships, high morale, and academic excellence within our black male scholars.

Jamal Minor, Molding Our Minors' Literacy and Leadership Youth Program
Texas

The Real R.E.A.S.O.N.: How to Prepare Students for the New Georgia 
K-12 Mathematics Standards
Participants will learn how to effectively plan for teaching black males using the R.E.A.S.O.N.
instructional framework. Participants will be able to transfer this framework to help school-aged black
males become stakeholders in their own learning. Participants will be able to apply this framework for
mentoring opportunities as well.

Demetrius Nelson, Ed.S, Cobb County School District 
Georgia 

Encouraging Young Black Males to Care About Their Education

DreTavius will share ways to encourage students to obtain an education, touching on finding good
influences, creating exposure for young black males, and increasing their motivation to learn.

DreTavius Parham, OriginatePurpose 
Georgia 

Black Male Students and Trust
We must better understand and respond to the needs of Black male students and students of color.
Rather than looking at students' perceived "weaknesses," many academics and practitioners have
begun to look at students' assets. Three types of trust fundamentally support the educational trajectory
of black males- family, academic, and self-motivation. Each is critically interrelated and helps to
promote positive academic and social outcomes for young men.

Dr. Jason Patterson, EdLead, L.L.C.
Georgia

You Can't Teach Me If You Can't Reach Me: Making Connections That
Increase Achievement
In the quest to ensure that data-driven instruction occurs, many have lost sight of the importance of
positive teacher-student connections to reach our black males. Mistakenly, copious educators attempt
to achieve educational rigor without an adequate understanding of the need for genuine teacher-
student relationships and other paramount strategies when educating students who are traumatized
and labeled "At-Risk!" Maslow before Bloom is more than a catchphrase. Dr. Pharrams will provide
attendees with best practices for reaching at-risk and traumatized students based on theory, research,
and practice. 

Dr. Lorenza Pharrams, L.J.P. Educational Consulting
Alabama

You Can...
My prayer is to share information that will inform leaders of the importance of building a child's
confidence and self-worth before trying to teach them a standard curriculum. Because of the possible
dysfunction and distractions most of our youth are experiencing, it may be very challenging for them to
hear lessons, when they don't believe in themselves.

Frank Luke, Frank Luke Ministries
Georgia



How To Motivate The Unmotivated
We must create opportunities for students to recognize their behavior and develop coping
mechanisms and individual management processes to modulate negative stressors impacting their
educational success. Ultimately, these strategies will establish boundaries and reinforce self-care.
The benefits are too numerous to list here, but Rueben will detail the benefits in this session and
share how to attain them. 

Rueben Pitts, CEO of Empowering Change Consulting, L.L.C.
Georgia

Find Your Why, Discover Your How.
"Find Your Why, Discover Your How" is about stepping into purpose and power. The foundational
mindset is When you know why, what you do becomes more powerful, and how it's done becomes
easier. "What" takes on greater significance when "why" is clear. The real motivation is found in
knowing your "why." Lasada will help educators discover their why and help their students do the
same. 

Lasada Pippen
Georgia

Building the CULTURE While Moving the Academic Needles for School-Aged
Black Males

Vision and Leadership
Recognition and Celebration
 Intervention and Support
Attendance and Learning
Empowerment and Employment

Principal Presley will share the five areas of CULTURE that we must build to meet the academic,
behavior, and social needs of school-aged black males. They are:

Drawing from his work at Sumter PREP Academy, Principal Presley will share how to build a Positive
Response Educational Program (PREP) that meets the needs of school-aged black males and
instructional practices resulting in the academy's recognition for student academic growth and
instructional excellence by Florida's governor. 

James Presley, Principal of Sumter PREP Academy
Florida

Drones in the Workforce 
Tony will share how drone technology is implemented in many industries, using virtual and augmented
reality with a workforce pipeline included in his curriculum that provides endless possibilities to school-
aged black males.

Tony Reid, Drone Cadets 
New York

Anecdotes that capture the current state of school-aged black males and challenges in the
classroom, 
Positive influences that black males should encounter, and 
Inspiration needed to undergird their potential. 

Nelson will take participants on a journey to empower black males to be excellent. Based on
researched-based strategies, he will share:

Finally, Nelson's former students will share their successful outcomes.

Let's Teach for Justice: Empowering Black Males to be Efficacious! 

Nelson Render, Bibb County School District
Georgia 



Think, Walk, Talk, and Do The Math

Black male students must think independently, work well collaboratively, think critically, and
communicate effectively. Lorenzo will share various collaborative learning strategies and a problem-
solving plan for real-world math problems. Participants will discover the robust nature of collaboration
as they explore mathematics examples with multiple entry points. Lorenzo will significantly emphasize
the utilization of 21st-century skills and the Standards for Mathematical Practice. 

Lorenzo Robinson, M. A., Lovejoy High School, Clayton County Schools
Georgia

Educators, Where Are You?: Building Positive Relationships With
African-American Male Students
Marques will share practical strategies to develop positive relationships with African-American male
students. Participants will develop an action plan to bridge the gap between students and staff to
impact student outcomes positively.

Marques Stewart, Finish Strong Educational Innovations 
Kansas

Pipeline from Suspension to Jails: The Moral Dilemma of 
Classroom Consequence
Aaron will answer the essential question, "How can we incorporate mentoring with discipline to support
black male students?" While working in a predominantly white system, Black educators are entrusted
with teaching students specific content. The disciplinary consequences that school-aged black males
receive often remove them from the classroom, causing them to fall behind. Discipline and mentoring
can work together if we find various ways to mentor students of color so they learn from their mistakes.

Aaron Taylor, Pittsburgh Public Schools
Pennsylvania

Building a Culture of Hope

Delta Innovative School provides an alternative route for at-risk students. As a Delta administrator,
Lamar views his students in a way that allows him to serve them uniquely. Deeper student-teacher
connections, intentional social and emotional support, and multiple technological resources help Lamar
and his faculty meet their students' needs. Additionally, they celebrate student differences and
empower them with Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) events, House events, and
student council activities. Lamar will detail how to implement these strategies with school-aged black
males.

Lamar Thomas, Ed.S., Delta Innovative School, Brooks County Schools
Georgia

Empowering The YBM 

Reico will share the characteristics of an empowered young black male (YBM) and explore factors
that cause a lack of empowerment. Additionally, he will paint a picture of a new beginning for young
black males and bring a higher vibration to how that beginning can happen.

Captain Reico Walker, Motivator
Georgia



The father's responsibility to lay the foundation of the family structure, 
Why the choices men make have generational consequences on the family, and 
How to create sustainability through faith, leadership, and education. 

Fatherhood is paramount. Children's identity comes directly from their father. When fathers are not in
place, adverse outcomes impact our societal and economic fabric (i.e. teenage pregnancies, sexual
promiscuity, school dropout, drug abuse). Christopher will educate participants on:

Fatherhood: The Key to Generational Sustainability

Christopher Weaver
Georgia

A Culture of Change: A Leadership Story to Positively Impact Black Males 

Every school or organization has challenges that keep a leader up all night. The difficult decision
every leader makes is which challenges are the priority, how to address these challenges, and how all
stakeholders can agree on the shared vision. Corey will share adaptive versus technical changes and
how both impact Black boys' lives. Participants will discuss the process that will aid any leader or
leadership team in addressing Black boys' academic, cultural, and behavioral challenges.

Dr. Corey Williams, Rockdale County Public Schools
Georgia

Beyond Howard Gardner: The Learning Styles of Black Children
Desmond will highlight the learning styles of Black children based on Dr. Lisa Cohen, Dr. Asa Hilliard,
and Dr. Janice Hale. Their research moves beyond Howard Gardner's multiple intelligences and
places the culture and language of Black children at the center of their education. This interactive
session allows teachers to redefine differentiation as a tool for equity.

Brother Desmond Williams, Nylinka School Solutions
Washington, DC

Young Black Journeymen: Our Mission to Ensure Their Limitless Future 

Championing the impact of good character
Establishing rules, setting boundaries, and maintaining order 
Finding and supporting their dreams and interests 
Teaching and fostering self-discipline
Managing emotional health and promoting self-awareness

Jim will expound on these essential tasks to ensure our young black men endure their journey and
thrive along the way.
 

Jim E. Williams, DeKalb County Schools
Georgia

Disparities in Educational Outcomes for Black and Brown Boys and
How We Can Improve Those Outcomes!

There are many disparities in educational outcomes between black and brown boys in America.
Joseph will focus on 5 critical factors contributing to these disparities and how we can overcome these
disparities.

Dr. Joseph Williams III, Seattle Public Schools
Washington



Teaching Through Trauma 

Will Wilson, Emmanuel Counseling Svc
Georgia

Will equips teachers and administrators with the tools and resources needed to assist students
experiencing trauma while helping them move forward in their educational goals.

Who Destroyed Black Boys 2023

Shannon and Tim will list the factors, which include people, agencies, and events
contributing to black boys' destruction. They will also focus on the question, "What
elements are needed to build black boys back up?"

Shannon Williams and Dr. Timothy Jones, Atlanta Public Schools
Georgia

Richard Williams, The Human Experience Project
Georgia

Richard will explore the principles of embodiment, compassion, mindfulness, and altruism for
individual and community change. He will highlight the application of these principles in domains such
as emotional health, learning, social development, and well-being to support school-aged black males.
The session will be highly experiential and invite active participation.

Embodying Compassion and Altruism as a Model of Support 

Allergic to Average 

Allergic to Average focuses on character development and the social and emotional strategies needed
to cultivate school-aged black males' academic success.

Reggie Wright, Reggie Wright Enterprise
Georgia

Turn Your Pain Into Passion

Diijon DaCosta, Sr., DeKalb County School Board
Georgia

C.A.R.E. Helps to Change the Trajectory of Black Male Students

When educating Black male students, you must understand that it's not necessarily a cognitive issue
that causes low academic performance. Once educators remove the narrative of black males not being
able to learn from their consciousness, it becomes easier to apply C.A.R.E. Not only will you connect
better with students, you will become a better teacher or administrator. Educators must care enough to
prepare the next generation. Come to this session and let Richard tell you what C.A.R.E. is.

Dr. Richard A. Cross, The Black Male Impact
Georgia

Through expert guidance, hands-on exercises, and personal reflection, individuals will learn to reframe
their pain as a catalyst for growth and personal transformation. Whether dealing with emotional
wounds or physical limitations, Diijon offers a roadmap for turning adversity into an advantage and
creating a life filled with purpose and joy. Join this journey to turn your pain into passion.



Ramon will provide proactive strategies on how to use data to curate a personalized approach to
removing barriers that prevent black male students from living choice-filled lives. Participants will learn
how to triangulate achievement, attendance, and behavior data to coordinate wrap-around services.   

Register here!

Removing Barriers That Block Hope for Black Male Students

Ramon Garner, Atlanta Public Schools
Georgia

https://2023treasurehuntconference.sched.com/
https://2023treasurehuntconference.sched.com/

